
 

Welwyn Hatfield Council 

Estate Management Scheme 

The Campus, Welwyn Garden City 

AL8 6AE 

 

Application No: 6/2019/0713/EM 

Date of Refusal: 20 June 2019 

Date of Appeal: 29 November 2019 

 

Dear Sir/Ma 

We are writing to appeal the decision in the named application above to remove 6ft Boundary 
fence at our residence for the following reasons 

• The primary aim to erect the fence is to protect and safeguard the wellbeing of our 3 
children aged . When we moved into the property in June 2018, our 
garden was like an open field, our older children refused to go and play in the garden 
due to fear of being snatched away by strangers and total lack of privacy and security. 
Our  is currently being assessed for  and when we informed that 
the application to keep the fence was rejected   

 because  would never be able to play in the garden without the fence because 
it makes  feel safe. Our oldest child has also been subjected to  both on 
our street and at   on more than two occasions. These 
incidents have made very wary of  environment and as parents we have an 
obligation to protect and keep our children safe. Please feel free to contact the school 
for further details (   

• Secondly, our property is the only one on Hither way with an open garden, every other 
house has a private and secured garden. It was very unfair and insensitive that our 
privacy as not considered important when the decision was made to reject the planning 
permission. Also, we have spoken to all the residents on Hither way and no one has 
expressed any concern re: the fence. 

• Thirdly, we disagree that the fencing, by virtue of its overall height, siting and design, 
detracts from the character and appearance of the property and the amenities of the 
street scene because we could argue that the property has still maintained its original 
character in line with other properties on Hither way. The fence is mounted on the side 
of the property which is adjacent to garages of which the adjoining garage to the fence 
belongs to us. Although it is a public path in a cul de sac but the fence is completely 
tucked away round the corner not boldly visible to the public 

 

 

 



 

• Fourthly, after discussion was held with estate officers to explore other options, we 
strongly considered replacing the fence with hedges. We then contacted some landscape 
gardening experts who came out to carry out initial assessment. We were advised that 
due to poor quality of the soil across the boundary of our garden it will be unrealistic to 
grow the hedges. We were also duly informed by neighbours that previous occupants 
of our property encountered same problems when they attempted to plant hedges in the 
past. Hence that option was not pursued further. 
 
Lastly, having listed our reasons for appealing the decision, we would like to implore 
the Council’s Estate Management Scheme Appeals Panel to consider how the outcome 
of this appeal could affect our family physically and psychologically. Our home will 
never feel safe without the fence. 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

 




